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Introduction
In just 15 years, there has been an amazing evolution both in
the philosophy toward the approach of young childrenwith

scoliosis as well as with regard to available technologies. Those
of us taking care of patients with early onset scoliosis have had
the good fortune to practice in an exciting era of change
offering possibilities for much better outcomes for these
patients. Supporting this rapidly changing field, we are also
fortunate to have 2 well-functioning study groups which have
facilitated a tremendous amount of research in the field.
The current issue of Orthopaedic Today focuses on some of

these new options for children with early onset scoliosis,
presented by true mavens in the field. In this state of the art
update you will learn technical tips and tricks about derota-
tional casting for early onset scoliosis and learn about resection
of the congenital hemivertebrae. Use of rib fixation for growing
rods, and use of both the Fackler technique and vertical
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expandable prosthetic titanium rib (VEPTR) in the setting of
myelomeningocele will also be detailed. And as traditional
growing rods have been largely replaced by magnetically
externally-controlled growing rods, readers will enjoy a
summary of the technical approach to this exciting new
treatment options. The issue concludes an update about use
of the Shilla technique as well as staples and tethers.
I hope you learn as much from the current issue as we did

putting it together. Thanks for all you do for this vulnerable
group of kids. Looking forward to even more technological
innovation and even better outcomes moving forward.
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